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After the success of her inaugural tour of Provence last year, Noosa-based
travel author Ann Rickard is packing her bags to take off again this June.

Along with her husband and faithful travelling companion, Geoffrey, Ann will
host a two-week food/wine/party/tour in the South of France from June 7 to
June 20. This is a very personal tour with Ann and Geoffrey taking only nine
guests and treating them to an intimate slice of life in the South of France.

"We will be based in a magnificent 18th century stone maison for the two
weeks,’ Ann says. "The owner of the property and our host is Amanda Taylor-
Ace, a New Zealand woman of unique qualities who has been living in France
for 12 years. Thanks to Amanda's inside knowledge we have access to some
of the area’s best chefs who will come in and cook for us. We'll be taking
many meals beneath the vine-covered pergola in the walled-garden of
the property by the pool, and an emphasis will be on showing our guests
stunning regional food and produce.’

The tour also includes beginner's French lessons over breakfast most
mornings and visits to medieval villages and Provencal towns.

“We'll be escorted around the markets in nearby Uzes two mornings and we'll
take the group to Roussillon, Arles, Les Baux de Provence, Gordes, Avignon
and other smaller villages for day trips,’ Ann says. “We are with our guests all
the time; we take almost all meals together and visit many local restaurants
that the tourists never find out about!

Ann’s first tour was such a highlight, she has written a book about it detailing
all the fun and frivolity of a two-week romp in Provence.

A comprehensive itinerary and cost details - which is inclusive of most meals, all
wine, tours, transport and accommodation - is available on www.annrickard.com

Emerald Valley Villa is a luxurious private retreat
nestled high above the pristine hinterland region of
Byron Bay.

Set on 80 abundant acres, Emerald Valley Villa is a
new and unique, eco-friendly development providing
premium five-star luxury accommodation. Amidst the
relaxing atmosphere and scenic views, Emerald Valley
Villa offers the ultimate in world-class standards
within a completely private and secure environment
for up to eight people.

An onsite concierge service is available to all
guests offering luxurious spa therapies, gourmet
catering and daily housekeeping services. For
more information on this amazing property, visit
www.emeraldvalleyvilla.com, phone 02 6684 9398 or
email concierge@emeraldvalleyvilla.com
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Alaska has more mountains than buildings, more wildlife than people, and mare glaciers
than stop lights. Alaska is a place of magnificence, but it's not beyond your reach. This
vacation planner has been designed to help you decide where you want to go and what
you want to do. You will find valuable information about special points of interest and
the many activities to choose from as you prepare for your unforgettable experience.

To order your FREE copy of the 2008 Alaska Official State Vacation Planner please
contact the Sydney office of the Alaska Travel Industry Association on 02 9959 4042
or email alaska@integra-tm.com.au




