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PRIORITY MALE // AWAY

Rest, plqy
0n0 worK
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T h. commute to th is of f ice is a bi t  t r icky.

I  Even af ter  you've dr iven 45 minutes north
I  of  Svdney Vou st i l l  face a ro-minute boat

r ide before you can get to work.  And at  $5oo
a daV the rent is k ind of  pr icey.  But then take a
look at  that  v iew.. .

Calabash Bay Lodge at  Berowra Waters
(catabashbaylodge.com.au) is one of  a
growing number of  smal ler  f ive-star getaways

and resorts that  have real ised for manV
entrepreneurs and execut ives the thought of
taking a mid-week break from the of f ice is just

too oainful  to contemDlate.  So rather than miss
out on this weal thy market why not let  them
bring the off ice with them?

WhiLe the mobite phone recept ion at  Calabash
Bay is patchy, the smatI  inconvenience is made
up for by the Iuxury f i t t ings and tranqui t i ty .  WiFi
has been instaLled throughout the lodge, so
you can check emai l  or  use the internet whi le
enjoying the spectacular v iew from the deck,
looking out from the water's edge towards the
unspoi led Berowra Val ley BushLand Park.  The
broadband connection is fast enough to take
calLs using Skype or other onl ine services -  which
can be handy i fyou want to make a dinner
reservation at the f ive-star Berowra Waters Inn,
just  a f ive-minute boat r ide away.

Calabash Bay owners Kim Mathes and Derek
Elt is created the lodge as a place to escape from

44 MEN'S STYLE
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the c i ty where one coutd stay connected to i t  and
the outside wor ld.  Mathes says s ince the lodge
opened in January ct ients have been quick to
take advantage of  i t .  " l t 's  just  great to be able to
escape up here,45 minutes out of the c i ty,  and
st i l l  feel  L ike you are a wortd away without being
total ty isolated,"  Mathes says.

Catabash Bay Lodge isn' t  the only getaway

to have caught on to the t rend of  workahol ics
want ing to step away from the bust le of  c i ty l i fe
for a few days; an increasing number around the
country of fer  f ree broadband and WiFi ,  or  even
ful ly equipped of f ices.

The f ive-star Emerald Hi t l  ViLta in the Byron
hinter land in Northern New South Wales
(emeraldvalLeyvi t la.com) of fers broad band
internet and phone faci l i t ies in al l  bedrooms
and l iv ing areas. New South Wales Tour ism
Minister Matt  Brown says hotel iers and

The Iuxury f ive-star Whisper Bay resort
(whisperbay.com.au) at Queenstand's Air l ie
Beach has worl<aholics in i ts si tes. Each ofthe
resort 's apartments, vi l las and penthouses
comes with a study equipped with phone, fax
and broadband connection, and the entire
resort is connected to the internet via WiFi.
"Our buyers tend to own their own business
or are very high-level directors and have a [ot
of responsibi l i ty, so these people need
to have contact with their off ice. Hence that
need for connectivi ty," says development
manager Angus Maclnnes. A stay at  the
Whitsundays usualty inctudes plenty of
activi t ies and the resort has been designed
so guests can work part of the day then hit
the water in the afternoon.
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accommodat ion owners are adapt ing to the
changing needs of  luxury t ravel lers.  "With the
changing nature of  business and technology,
tour ism providers may need to of fer  the
opportuni ty to stay in contact  wi th the outside
world -  be i t  wi th the of f ice or wi th f r iends and
relat ives,"  Brown says.

A hol iday wi th al l  the convenience of  a modern
off ice may not be everyone's idea of a getaway

but for those who reatly can't  leave the off ice
behind then a change real ly might be as good

as a hol iday.  And i f  you can' t  face the commute
to Catabash Bay Lodge you can atways take the
seaplane back to Sydnev. *


